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If we ask a good modern astronomer to say
whether the sun, the moon and the earth lie in a
straight line at the time of eclipse, they say that it
is not so; they appear to be in a line due to the effect
of parallax.

The rays of the sun and the moon enter into our
nervous systems through our skins ( direct rays or their
pervasive effects) and healthy influences on the func-
tions of our organs. At the time of an eclipse this
healthy influence is cut off; also, the evil effects caused
by Rahu or Ketu are there. Therefore/during the pe-
riod of an eclipse, if we bathe and chant mantras and
do such other things to please the gods, they will save
us from the evil effects of the eclipse. To free the sun
or the moon from the clutches of Rahu or Ketu only
means freeing ourselves from the evil effects. It is like
saying, ^Let the Lord be victorious', which means, 'Let
him help us to be victorious5.

Jambudvipa:

/ _
Sri Vadirajasvami has said,

Idam lokatmakam padmam ghanodambujavad babhau.

(This lotus - form of the worlds has come up
like a lotus from the water frozen at the bottom in
Brahmanda)

Therefore, when we want to get a picture of the
worlds, we should think of a lotus or a cluster of lotus
flowers, variously arranged.

We may say that the shape of Jambudvipa is some-
what like a shallow basin because, the rim of the basin,
called Jambudvipa, is high enough to prevent the light
coming from the sun, the moon and the low-lying stars
from reaching the middle parts of the island.

Madhyamam yanmaya proktam namna varsam ilavrtam,
Na tatra suryastapati naca jiryanti manavah.
Candrasuryau sa naksatra vaprakasa vilavrte.

(Vayu Purana Ch. 46.)